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The Richmond Whig, after counselling
moderation and forbearance on the part of the

white people now that the iniquitous Civil
Rights bill has become a law, thereby disap¬
pointing and discomforting the conspirators
against the publio peace and liberty, says:
" There are some of the more intelligent,
sagacious, and thoughtful of the black people,
who, however far they may be from reaching
into the depths of the future and seeing the
conclusion of it all in the end, have a sufficient

appreciation of the immediate surroundings of
the situation, and enough of self-respect, we

trust, to induce them to discountenance all
insolent intrusions upon the proprieties of
social life as it is now in the South, and in the
name of peace, and for the sake of the existing
relations between the two races, to repress as

far as practicable any swaggering bravado, or

insulting invasion of personal rights, to which
others of their color may be moved, either by
the machinations of bad white men behind
them, or by their own disposition to exemplify
their liberties in a licen3e that cannot be en¬

dured."
The House of Representatives,last night, by

a vote of 149 yeas to 80 nays, adopted Judge
Poland's report on affairs in Arkansas, which
recommends that no interference with the ex¬

isting State Government is deemed necessary.
This was opposed by Mr. Ward, who moved
the minority report of the committee made by
himself, declaring that Brooks was legally elect,
ed Governor under the Constitution of 1S6S,
and entitled to serve uotil the end of his term

in 1877. This was rejected by yeas 80, nays
153. Geo. Butler then began to filibuster. He
first moved and secured a yea and nay vote to

lay Judge Poland's report on the table, which
failed. He then moved to reconsider the vote,
but Speaker Blaine did not entertain it, but
brought the House to a direct vote on the ma¬

jority report of the committee. During the
pendency of the proceedings the two Arkansas
Senators were on the floor, but left in disgust
when Mr. Ward's proposition was rejected.
They thought with the support of the Presi¬
dent they could easily carry it through. Dawes,
Garfield, Hale of Maine, Hawley, of Connec¬
ticut, and maoy of the leading Republicans
voted in suppot of the Poland report.

Captain General Concha has sailed from
Havana for Spain. He issued a proclamation
before his departure, in which be says: "I
leave you less prosperous than.you were in
lS.r>2 and 1859, as the insurrection still devas¬
tates extensive, although principally barren,
portions of the island. I did not promise you
on my arrival to liberate you from this evil,
for I said the war had lasted and might be pro-'
longed, owing to its peculiar conditions. But
the character of the war has changed." The
Captain General refers to foreigners command¬
ing the enemy, terms the insurgents bandits,
and declares their plans in the Cinco Villas dis¬
trict have beeo frustrated. He ctases by telling
the people that in order to restore peace in the
island it will be necessary for them to sacrifice
part of their fortunes, pay the public debt,
and maintain the army and navy in an efficient
condition. The soldiers, volunteers and fire¬
men are complimented for their patriotic ser¬

vices.

Adjutant General Lorenzo Thomas, died in
Washington yesterday in the 72nd year of bis
age. During President Johnson's administra¬
tion he was the ad interim secretary of war,
but never exercised the duties of the office, be¬
cause Stanton would " stick. " Geo. Thomas
wa9 born at Newcastle, Del., in 1804. He en¬

tered at West Point when sixteen years of age,
and graduating four years after, became on the
1st oi July, 1S23, a second lieutenant of the
4th infantry. His first active service in the
field was in the Florida war in 1842. After
that he held prominent positions in the army
during the Mexican war, serving oo the staffs
of General William 0. Butler, of Tennessee,
a ;d Gen. Taylor, and after that he was attach-
el to the staff of Geo. Scott, aod statiooed in
New York, During the late war, and after the
resignation of Gen. Cooper, he was made ad
juiant general of the army.

Io the Senate, yesterday, the Revenue bill
was taken from the table and Mr. Merrimon
offered so amendment striking out the second
section taxing tobacco, which was rejected.
Senator Johnson moved to strike out the con¬

tract clause regarding tobacco, which was re-

j cied. The bill was then brought out of the
Committee of the Whole aod put before the
Senate on the question of Mr. Johnston's
amendment, adopted in committee, against
taxing the stock of tobacce on hand, and was

the only amendment adopted in Committee of
the Whole. In the full session of the Senate
it was rejected, leaving the bill as passed by the
House. After several speeches the bill was

passed precisely as it came from the House.

The Washington correspondent of the Balti¬
more American says :."President Grant aod
the Cabinet spent the greater part of yester¬
day at the Capitol. The President emphatical¬
ly denied that he had waived the possibiliry of
calling an extra session. He puts the line of
demarcation oo the point as to whether or not

the Sundry Civil Appropriation bill is passed.
If that fails he will certainly call an extra ses¬

sion; but if only the Deficiency and River aod
Harbor Appropriation bills should not be pass¬
ed, he would not be likely to call ao extra ses¬

sion, unless between now aod November be
should be convinced of the existence of some

greater necessity than he now foresees."

The tax bill is under consideration in the
House of Delegates. It fills sixty six printed
puges and contains 110 sections. It will occu¬

py the House for several days, although the
matter and the principles involved are pretty
uiuch the same as characterized the bill passed
last session.

Mr. Armstrong moved to amend section 20
(tax ou merchaots) by striking out "forty,"
aud inserting "sixty," so that it will read,
"and for all purchases over $2,000 and
less than $00,000, there shall be paid a tax of
one half of one per centum," etc.

Mr. Williams offered a substitute for the
section, so as to provide a tax of one-third of
one per ct. on all purchases over $2,000 and
less than $40,000; 25 cts. on $100 ou all pur¬
chases over $40,000 aud less than $60,000;
$60,000 to $80,000, 20cts.; $80,000 to $100,-
000, 15 cents, etc.

After much debate the section was passed by.

At a meeting of the British Association in
Richmond the other day it was recommended
to the General Assembly that Gov. Kemper be

appointed a commissioner to proceed to Eng¬
land to represent to iutending immigrants the
advantages Virginia possesses. If the $10,000
just appropriated by the General Assembly for
the encouragement of immigration is inade¬
quate to meet all expenses the Association will
contribute of their means if their suggestion as

to Gov. Kemper is accepted.
Present Grant aud Secretary Bristow wero

at the Capitol yesterday and endeavored all in
their power to convince members of Congress
that the llevenue bill must be passed in order
to keep good the national promise to foreign
bondholders, aud to preveut the troubles to

the Government that might arise fiom the

neglect of the Sinking Fund requirement.
They also urged the local necessities iuvolveu
in tho passage of the Iliver and Harbor Ap¬
propriation bill.

A dispatch from Richmoud says that some

of the negroes there are beginning to exercise
their rights under the Civil Rights bill. Dur¬
ing yesterday several parties visited various
restaurants, includiug the bar-room at the Ex¬
change Hotel, and in one instance a barber
shop, and demanded to be waited upon. They
were refused in every instance and ordered
out. Nothing is koown as to what the parties
thus treated will do.

There arc three appropriation bills still pend¬
ing in Congress. The Senate has before it the
Sundry Civil bill and the River and Harbor
bill, aud the House has not yet disposed of the
Deficiency bill. The first of these three is ne¬

cessary to the carrying on of the Government,
and Washington dispatches indicate that if the
two Houses do not get through with it by
Thursday an extra session may be called by
the President.

Dr. De Koven's confirmation as Bishop of
Illinois is becoming problematical. The Stand
ing Committees of four other dioceses have

passed upon his case, and Alabama is the only
one which has decided in his favor. The Stand¬
ing Committee of the New York Dioccse yes¬
terday voted agaiost De Koven, and at the
same time decided against Dr. Jagear, whose
nomination to the Southern Ohio Bishopric is
still unconfirmed.

The Lynchburg Vir^iniao says that Edward,
son of Mr. E. It. Baylor, of Glade Spring,
aged about fifteen years, while gunning on

Monday of lust week was mortally wounded by
the discharge of his guo. He was creeping
through a fence, and while drawing the guo
after him, it was discharged, lodging the con¬

tents in hi* breast. He lingered till Tuesday
morning.
The Baltimore and Ohio and Pennsylvania

Railroads have further reduced their rates of
fare to points west. A telegram from New
York reports that an eff jrt is being made by
leading railroad officials at New York to bring
about a compromise of the difficulties between
the two companies.

The State Treasurer of Maryland gives do-

tice that the transfer books of the State will be
closed on the 10th of March, 1875. No trans¬

fers will be made after that date until the 18;h
of April, 1875, except the Maryland Defence
Loan, the Hospital Loan, and the Maryland
State Loan.

Thomas, of Henry county, was the only na¬

tive Republican from Virginia who voted for
the infamous Force bill that passed the House
on Saturday night. Sener, of the Fredericks¬
burg District, and Smith of the Richmond Dis¬
trict, voted against it.

The grand jury of the Hustings court, of
Richmond, have found an indictment against
Samuel F. Maddox, a radical State Seoator, for
swindling Robert Beattle of $42.

Rev. W. D. Hatcher of Petersburg has been
chosen pastor of the Grace street Baptist church
ia Richmond, to fill the vacancy caused by the
resignation of Rev. N. W. Wilsoo,

Henry Fowler, a colored porter of the Na¬
tional Bank of Virginia, in Richmond, disap¬
peared mysteriously on Friday night. Ou Sun¬
day his body was found in the river.

Senator Lewis, yesterday received a telegram
announcing the dangerous illne.-\s of his sister
at Winchester, Va., and left at onoe for that
place.
Mr. W. D. Quesenberry, of Caroline coun¬

ty has been elected President pro tem of the
State Senate in place of Judge Thomas,elected
Lieutenant Governor.

The internal revenue collections in the Rich¬
mond district for February amounted to $583,-
077.02 of which $578,080 95 was for tobacco
stamps.

Mr. John Toombs, a well known citizen of
Fredericksburg died in that place on Thursday
in the 64th year of his age.

Mrs. Jt ffersuu Kinney,who lives near Staun¬
ton, lost on last Thursday night, 25 out of a

flock of 30 sheep, by dogs.
A public bouse in Baltimore was closed up

yesterday on account of the Civil Rights bill.

The Governor has appointed H. T. Garrison
a notary public for Stafford county.

The Court of Appeals of Virginia meets in
Richmond on the 9th.

SPEECH OF HON. EPPA HUSTON,
OF VIRGINIA.

In the House of Representatives, on Wed¬
nesday, February 4, oo the bill to protect all
citizens in their civil and legal rights, Mr.
HuDtoo, of Virginia said:
Mr. Speaker, so much has been said oo the

civil-rights bill that but little can be uttered
now either new or interesting. And yet I do
not feci at liberty to suffer a vote to be taken
without at least a protest against it. This bill
is designed as one of the series of laws passed
by the dominant party to reconstruct the South¬
ern States alter tlie war. It will be instructive
to trace this legislation and to ascertain whether
it has uot beeu au absolute failure, and If so,
whether Congress should not hesitate bei'uro
paseiog this the most damaging and insulting
of the series. When the war ended what was

the condition of the people of the teu Southern
States which attempted to withdraw from the
Union? They were stripped of all their per¬
sonal property; they had nothing left but tneir
lands aud their debts: in many instances these
lands had been devastated by the contending
armies.

Scurcely eao be found on record an instance
where a people so honestly ''accepted the situ¬
ation" alter a great war, aud so earnestly went
to work to repair their broken fortunes aod
provide for the necessities of their families.

In illustrating the effects of the policy of re¬

construction 1 shall mainly speak of Virginia,
my owu Slate, the one least affected by this
policy.
When the war ended the people of Virgiuia

found that our grand old Stale had been dis¬
membered and one-third of her territory torn
from her by revolutionary means: her own Slate
government driven out at the point of the bay¬
onet, and what was known as the Pierpoiut gov¬
ernment took possession of the State. This
government in both branches of its Legislature
consisted, I believe, of thirteen persous elected
by a few oitizeus in a few of the couuties aloug
the border of the State uuder the control of ihe
Federal Army. The Virginians submitted
quietly, peacefully to this government, obeyed
its laws, held elections under it, aad seut a full
Legislature to Richmond at the close of the
year 1865. But this government was too mild
in the opinion of the party controlling the Fed¬
eral Government for a subjugated people: the
laws were enforced too tamely. Pierpoiut was

removed and H. H. Wells, a stranger to the
State, was appointed in his stead without even
the pretense of law.
The thirteenth amendment to the Constitu¬

tion was adopted. This was ratified by Virgin¬
ia, as oae of the sovereign Slates, and abolish¬
ed slavery in the State. Ii was not enough to
deprive us of property in our slaves which we
all accepted as the legitimate rc9ultof the war,
but we had by the adoption this amendment to

present the appearance of indorsing and agiee-
ing to the wrong. We hoped this would suffice
and that we Wuuld be left in peace to rehabili¬
tate our State government and repair our wast¬
ed fortunes. Bnt no; republican vengence was
nut near sated. Oo the 16ih day of June, 1866,
the Congress of the United States adopted a

joiot resolution proposing another.the iour-
teenth amendment to the Constitution.the
sole object of which was the oppression and
prostration of the Southern Stales and to take
the State governments irom the haods of their
own people aod place them in the hands of
carpet-baggers aod the lately emancipated
slaves, too recently emancipated to be capable
of exercising the functions of electors or law-
makers.
The third and most objectiooablo section of

this ameodmcDt is id these words:
flo person shall be a Senator or Repre»enf.a-

tive in Congress, or elector of President and
Vice-Presiaent, or bold any office, civil or mili¬
tary, under the United States, or under any
State, who having previously taken an oath, as
a member of Congress, or as an otficcr of the
United States, or as a member of any State Leg-
isliture, or as an executive or judicial officer of
any State, to support the Constitution of the
United States'shall have engaged in insurrec¬
tion or rebellion against the same, or given aid
or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress
may, by a vote of two.thirds of each House, re¬
move such disability.
By it maoy, Day, most, of our best and most

experienced people were proscribed, and the
offices thrown into the hands of inexperienced
young men, who had engaged in the "rebel¬
lion" to the same extent as the others but were
too young to hold offices requiriog the oath be
fore the war.

This resolutioa was never submitted to Pres¬
ident Johnson for his approval or veto, but was
transmitted directly to the States. It required
for the ratification of it twenty-eight States be¬
fore it became a part of the Constitution.
Twenty-;wo ratified, two did not act, and thir¬
teen, consisting of Kentucky, Delaware, Mary¬
land, and the teD States lately the Coofederate
States, refused to ratify if. It was then main¬
tained, I believe for the first time, that these
ten States were not States in the Union, and
the ratification by the twenty-two States was

complete, and tbey were not to be counted in
obtaining the three-fourths for ratification.
Those who had therefore contended that the
war was waged to preserve the Union, and to
prevent these States from leaving the Uoion,
suddenly shifted tbeir ground and maintained
that tbey were no longer States of the Federal
Uoion. But well-founded apprehensions exist¬
ed that this doctrine would be held erroneous
when passions subsided and that this article
would be decided to have no place in the Con¬
stitution. Besides this, the people in these
Southern States were getting along too well and )
aDd too peacefully; there were no disorders, no
bloodshed: all had comparatively good State
governments. The angry passions engendered
by the war were rapidly passing away. Slavery,
the one idea on which the republican party had
been founded, had been abolished and settled
forever. There was great daotrer that the re-

pub ican party, having accomplished its mission
wu'uld die, and its party leaders sought a pre¬
text tor continuing the excitement and keeping
up the bitterness between the sections. They in¬
augurated the reconstruction measures, a Pan¬
dora's box of evils to the South chiefly but car¬

rying in tiieir train widespread evil and injury
to the whole couotry. The first of the series
was approved iMarch 2, 1867, aud by the first
section of it the ten Southern State were swept
out of existence aDd divided into five militnry
districts.
The second section assigns an officer of the

Army not below the rank of brigadier general
to command each of these districts.
The third section imposed on these com¬

manding generals the dnty ''to protect all per¬
sons io their rights of persons and property, to

suppress insurrection, disorder, and violence
aud to punish or cause to be pUDisbed ail dis
turbers of the peace aod criminals." It also
authoriied ihem to orgaoize military commis¬
sions or tribunals for the trial of offenders.
The fourth section limited the execution of

the senteuce ol the military tribunal where it
affected property or liberity till it was approved
by the commanding general, and ofthe sentence
of death till it was approved by the Preeiden'.
The fifth section provides for the admission

of these military districts into the Union as

States:
When they hai adopted h constitution framed

by a convention of delegates elected by the male
citizens of such Sta'.es twenty one years old, of
all races, color, or previous condition who had
resided in the State one yiar and who had nit
been disfratichiscd by participation in the rt
bellion or by felony at common law ; and when
sucu constitution snail provide that the elective
franchise shall be enjoyed by ail such persons
as have the qualification of electors of delegates
herein stated ; and when such constitution shall
have been ratified by a majority of the persons
voting on tbe ratfication who are qualified as
electors for delegates; and when sucn constitu¬
tion shall have been submitted to Congress for
examination and approval and Congress shall
have approved the same; and when said State
by a vote of its Legislature elected under said

constitution shall have adopted the amendment
to the Constitution of the Li nited States known
as the fourteenth amendment; and when said
article shall have become a part of the Constitu¬
tion, said State *h II bn untitled to repreaentati -n

in Congress, and Senators and Kop esentatives
shall bo admitted therefrom on th-ir takiDg the
oath prescribed by law ; and thereafter the pre¬
ceding sections of this act shall be inoperative
in said State: Provided, That no person exc.ui-
ed from holding ottice by said proposed amend¬
ment to the Constitution shall be eligible to elec¬
tion to the convention or allowed to vote for
memb.-ra of such convention.
This act was passed over the veto of Presi¬

dent Johnson, aod when oo its passage was

characterized by a member of this House (Hon.
Fernando Wood, of New York) as the "most
damnable act of this most damnable Congress."
A resolution of censure was adopted. Parlia¬
mentary usage may have been violated, but
history will vindicate the truth of his denunci¬
ation of this bill. By it ten States, sovereign
States, some of them embraced iu the original
thirteen which achieved independence, were

annihilated and converted ioto military dis¬
tricts, in whicfc property and per>onal liberty
had no other protection than was found in a

military commission; where lite itself could be
taken by such tribunal if its sentence was ap¬
proved by the President of the Uowed States.
It would be supposed that party hate and sec¬
tional malignity would be satisfied by the pro¬
visions of this bill, and that wheo these "mili¬
tary districts" were allowed to emerge from
this state of vassalage and auain be admitted
into tbe privileges of the Union they would
have been permitted to come back as sover¬

eign States. But not so. When military vas¬

salage became insupportable, and these States
were forced at aDy cost to get rid of it, they
found their way back into the Union hedged
io and surrounded by the provisos, condition?,
and limitations of the fifth section. They were

compelled to elect delegates to the conventions
to frame constitutions in a mode prescribed by
tbe act of Congress ; compelled to allow per¬
sons to vote who theretofore had not exercised
the elective franchise; compelled to exclude
both from voting and membership many of
their most trusted, experienced, and peaceable
citizens; compelled to submit their constitu¬
tions to the examination aod approval of Con¬
gress ; compelled to adopt the fourteenth
amendment, which hod been rejected by them;
compelled to act against their will as a sover¬

eign State in ratifying this amendment before
they could be allowed aoy other privileges of a

State ; compelled io most cases by the peculiar
provisions to surrender themselves for iong
years to the rule of carpet-baggers and the ig¬
norant colored population. Other laws were
enacted declaratory of this vile law, which
made its provisions more odious aod oppres¬
sive. Time would fail if I attempted to trace
and comment on all.
The fifteenth amendment to the Constitu

tion was adopted, which declares.
That the right of a citizen of the United

States to vote thall not be denied or abridged
by any State on account of rata, color, or pre¬
vious condition of servitude.
The fourteenth amendment forces the States

to accept tho colored people as citizens, and
the fifteenth compelled them to clothe these
same colorcd people with the elective franchise
aod eligibility to office, while they deprived
thousands of the best white citizens of these
inestimable privileges.
By these provisions nearly all the Southern

States in aeceptiog the terms aod conditions of
these laws and constitutional amendments, iu
ridding themselves of their state of military
vassalage, passed under the misrule of carpet¬
baggers aod negroes. Some are still under this
misrule, while most of them have alter years
of trial secured the governments to the real
bona fide people of the States, and are now en¬

joying tolerably good governments, administer¬
ed by themselves, under which all persons of
whatever color are protected in the enjoyment
of all their rights.
The fate of down-trodden South Carolina

seems almost hopeless. Still under the State
government forced upon her she remains, aud
will it is feared long remain, a monument to
tbe hate of sectional malignity. Louisiana
would be free but for the unauthorized and
tyrannical interference of the Federal Execu¬
tive. This policy of reconstruction was not the
emanation of statesmanship, was not designed
to restore these States to equal privileges in
the Union, was not pursued to briog back ma¬
terial prosperity to these States ; but was con¬
ceived in hatred aod intended to raise up a
race of voters subservient to the dictates of the
radical party aod designed to be the means of
controlling the politics of these States. What
has been the effect of this policy upon the ma¬
terial interests of these States? The people,
borne to the very dust by the ravages of the
war, stripped of their labor, with uothing but
their naked lands to pay their debts aod make
living for themselves and their families, have

been systematically robbed aod plucdered by
these governments forced upon them by the
reconstruction policy, and which were run by
persons having little or oo interest io them,
until many of them became bankrupt, aod the
people, unable to pay the taX'-s necessary to

pay the debts contracted by these govern¬
ments, are being sold out by the tax-gatherer,
and their iands returned delinquent will soon
be fold for the taxes due on them. The whole
southern country is to-day languishing in al¬
most hopeless bankruptcy, caused mainly by
the cffects of this policy of reconstruction.
The debts of these Southern States have

been increased more than $200,000,000, as fol-

1 & 1j & ni & *

Debts due July 1, 1861 35,939,054 87
Debts due July 1, 1871 38,381,967 37

ArkftnB&s *

Debts and liabilities in 1801 4.(H6.952 87
Debts and liabilities in 1871 19,761,205 62

Florida:
Debts and liabi'ities in 1868 528,856 95
Debts and liabilities in 1871 15,763,447 54

Georgia:
Debts and liabilities in 1860 about. 3 O'^O.UOO 00
Debts and liabilities in 1871 44,137,500 OO

Louisiana:
Debts and liabilities in 1861 10,0 '9,074 34
Debts and liabilities in 1871 41,191,473 91

North Carolina:
Debts and liabilities in 1801 9,699,500 00
Debts and liabilities in 1871 34,887,467 85

South Carolina:
'Debts aDd liabilities in 1861 4,000,000 00
Debts and liabilities in 1871 29 158,914 47

Mississippi:
Debts and liabilities in 1801 None.
Debts and lialilities in 1810 51,796,971 30

Tennessee:
Pebts and liabilities in 1861 20,105,606 66
Debts and liabilities in 1871 45,t&8,2t<3 48

Texas:
Do debt before the war.

Debts and liabilities in 1871, in¬
cluding railroad bonds 17,000 000 00

Virginia:
Debts and liabilities in 1861 31,938 144 59
Debts and liabilities in 1871 47,391',839 90

These debts have io maoy instances been di¬
minished since the States have escaped from
the clutches of the vultures who had seized
the bodies-politic aod preyed upoD their very
vitals. But what cared they for the prosperity
of these State*, so loog as they accumulated
fortunes and enjoyed their own saluries? The
tax payers oo whom the State depended often
had no voice in the government of the State ;
they were carefully excluded by the terms of
reconstruction. Those who imposed the taxes

paid but little, in many instances none. Take
South Caroliua as an example, probably as ex

treme as any. Io 1871 the executive officers
paid taxes as follows :

Governor K. K Scott None
Lieutenant Governor L. bui zar $15 90
Adjutant and Inspector General F.J.
Moses, jr 1 00

Secretary of .'atate F. L. CardiZ; None
Comptroller General J. L. Nengle None
Treasuror N. J. Parker None
Attorney General D. H. Chamberlain... None
Sup't. of Education J. &. Jillson None I

Instance* without uumber might be given
where the pe >ple have been swiudled by their
corrupt rulers forced up.>n ihem by the actioD
ol' Cougre.-s. The effect of this State rule Deed
hardiy be told. Poverty Mures the people in
the 1 ace ; their very heart has beeti crushed
out ; iheir property, the little left atter the
war, has been sacrificed. Thousands upon
thousand.* have been forccd into bankruptcy.
The effect oi" ali this is out confined to the dcbt-
er claws. The creditor loses the debts due him,
ool be .-ink- from affluence or independence to
poverty. Ruin is now staring thousands in
the face who up to this time have weathered
the storm. Agriculture, manufactures, and all
other industries are languishing. There seems
to be no relief for the present, no hope for the
fu:ure.
Are the bad effects of these laws contined to

Southern States ? No country as a whole can
thrive when a large portion ot it is so crippled.
When the condition of the business ot the
Northern and Western States, stimu'ated into
unnatural prosperity by the war, has come
down to the natural conditions ol a nation at
peacc, we find commcrce, trade, agriculture,
mining, and ali other industries languishing,
paitiy, if no: mainly, on account of the condi¬
tion of these S mthein States, which afford the
uiarktt for the North. What means the cry
for bread from the thous-nds of unemployed
poor at the North ? Men anxious to work,
but who can find none. Look in any direction
you chouse, poverty and distress stare you to
the face. Is any one so blind that he caonot
see that this state ot affiirs owes us existence
iu a great decree to the destitution ot these
Southern States caused by Federal oppression
and outrage ?
The eyes of the people of this couutry are

being opened to the true condition ol affairs.
They already begin to see the disastrous effects
ot republican legislation on the whole couutry,
and that the r publican party, which owed its
existci.ee and success to the prejudice agaiust
slaveiy, was attempting to perpetuata its pow¬
er or prolong its txisti-uee oy keeping alive the
hatred between the sections and entailing ruin
on the whole country. The elections last fall
aHorded some tudicaiiou ot tne awakening ot
the people to the true condition ot affairs. 1his
branch ol the pnseut Congress shows a majori
ty ol about one hundred for th : republican par¬
ty. The Congress which succeeds this on the
4th of next March will shuw iu this branch
about seventy majority against this party. This
political revolution, unexampled in the history
of parties, is full of meauiug. Lt means that
the days of this party, the authors ot so much
misery aud woe to the South, so much finan¬
cial distress to the whole couotry, are num¬

bered.
I beg the republican party to pause.to cease

this relentless w:ir on the peopie of the South.
Do the leaders of this party ws:i further to
depress the white men ol the South aod ele¬
vate i he colored men to social equality ? Why
pre.>s this civil rights hill, which will be so in¬
jurious to both race.- ? 1 tear the machinery
of party and the party will be or have been sue-

cessluily used toeff.ct this ovject. 1 he rules
of this House, which have governed it tor
more than fifty years have been changed tor
the purpose of forcing this aod other bills
through this House to the prejudice of the
S uth.

.But whence is the power derived to pass this
bill? We have bceu taught to believe that
this Government was ooe ot limited powers,
deriving all its p wers trom the Constitution ot
the United States, aud that this Federal Gov¬
ernment had no power over any subject unless
granted by the Constitution. We kuow that the
power to pass such laws as this never was claim¬
ed till the fourteenth amendmeut became a

part of the Constitution. Let us see briefly if
any such power was given or intended to be
given by that amendment. It is claimed that
the first and fifth sections of this amendment
gixe this power. Unless touod in these two
sections, the passage of this law will be a plain
usurpation ot power reserved to the States.
Sec 1. All persons born or naturalized in the

United States and subject to the jurisdiction
thereof are citizens of tne United estates and of
the State wharein they reside No State shall
make or enforce any law which shall abrulgo
the privileges or immunities of cil zsns ot the
United States; nor shall any State deprive any
person ot life, liberty, or propery, with- ut duo
process of law ; nor deny to any person within
its jurisdiction the equal protection of the l».ws.
Sec 5 The Congress shall have power te en¬

force, by appropriate legislation, the provisions
of this article.
The first clause of the first scction makes all

persons (white aod colored, native and natur¬

alized) citizeus of the United States and of the
State wherein they reside. This provides lor
two classes of citiz-nship, of the Uuited States
and of the State whereio they reside. The
second clause provides that
No State shall make or enforce any law which

shall abridge the privib ges and immunities oi
citizens of the United Stat -s.

The prohibition upon the States is against
the passage or enforcement of a law which shall
abridge the privileges aud immunities ot citi¬
zens of the United States, but not the pnvilegs
and immunities of the citizen of a State. Now,
it is clear from the words of tbis scction the
privileges aod immunities of the United States
may be of one class aud those ot a State of
auother aod quite a different class ; and if this
be true, then ibis amendment gives no power
to Congress over these privileges of citizens of
the State. What are the privileges of citizens
of a State? Judge Washington, in the case
of Corfield vs. Coryell, in 3 Washington's Cir¬
cuit Court Reports, 371, thus defiues them :

We feel no hesitation in confining these ex¬
pressions to tnose privileges and immunities
which are in their nature fundamental, which
belong of right to citizens of all free govern¬
ments, and which have at all times been enjoyed
by the citizens ot the several States which com

pose the Union from the time of their becoming
free, independent and sovereign. What those
fundamental principles are it would be more
than difficult to enumerate. They may be com¬
prehended, however, under the following gen
eral heads: Protection by ihe Government, the
enjoyment of life and liberty, with the right to

acquire and possess property of every kind, and
to pursue and obtain happiness and satety, sub¬
ject, nevertheless, to iueh restraints as tne Gov¬
ernment may justly prescribe for the goneral
good of the whole.
Tnese are the privileges and immunities of

citizens of States, aod they cover every ooe of
the provisions of this bill. The privileges and
immunities of citizens of the United States arc

to be fuuud ouiy in the Constitution ol the
United States, and no such privileges as are

.sought to be given iu this bill can be found in

the Constitution. An iilustratioo of the^priv¬ileges and immunities of cioz:os ot the United
States may be found in the fourth article ol
the first amendmeut, which says:
The right of the people to be sccure in their

persons, houses, paper;, and . tf-.-cts, against un¬reasonable searches and seizures, shall not be
violated, i&c.

_- .

The power given io this amendment to legis-
late beiog confined to the privileges and im¬
munities of citizens ot the L uited States, Con¬
gress has no right to invade the exclusive do¬
main of State legislatiou aud meddle with these
fundamental privileges of the citizens ot the
States. This view is fully sustained by the
decision of the Supre Court of the United
States io the celebrated Slaughter house cases,
10 Wallace's Reports, aod of the supreme
court of Ohio iu the case of The State vs. The
City of Cincinnati, 19 Ohio, 178.
But if, by the ingenuity of construction, the

language of this amendment could be made to
embrace these fundamental privileges which
belong alone to the citizeu of the States, still
he constitutional difficulty Wjuid remain. l'he
language of the amendment is that uo State
shall make or enforce any such law, not that
Congress may make such a law. It is a pro¬
hibition upon a State, not a puwer coutcrreu
On Congress. It is a power given to the courts
of the Federal Goveroment to declare uucon-

stitutional and void any such law as may bepassed by 'he Stages It is a power given to
tin: Federal Government OQly to pass upon the
validity ol State laws ou this subject, aod cao-
oot be a power given to Congress to act by leg-islaiion directly ou the persons of the State byenforcing penalties lor violating its provisions.
The Constitution declares that no State shall

pass a law impairing the obligations of con¬
tracts, It cannot be aod never has been con¬
tended that this provision enabled Congress to
meddle by legislation with the private con¬
tracts of citizens of the several States, but only
gave to i he Federal courts the power to declare
all such laws unconstitutional and void which
impair the obligations of contracts. This illus-
traiion is familiar to every lawyer. But it is
maintained that the fifth scc'ion, which gives
to Congress the power to eoforce by appro¬
priate legislation the provisions of the four¬
teenth article, gives the power to Congress to
pass this bill. The power contained in this
fifth section was already granted by the lust
clause of the eighth section of the hist article
of the origiual Constitution, which says:
The Congress shall have power to make all

laws which shall be nectssary and proper for
carrying into ex<eu ion the foregoing power*,
and all other powers vested by this Consiitution
in the Government o*' tho United Stases, or in
any Department or officer thereof.
As well contend that this last clause author-

zed the Congress 10 enter the wide field of leg¬
islation regulating couiracrs between citizens
of the States as that the fifth suction of the
fourteenth amendment conferred on the Con¬
gress the right to pass this bill. The meaning
of both is that Congress shall so provide that
the Federal judiciary shall have the power and
means to declare any such laws unconstitutional
aod void. This has already been done by the
judiciary act and amendtiKuts thereto.

But this bid should not pass if the power of
Congress to pa-s it was conceded and plain. It
professes to be for the benefit of the colored
man. It is believed it will be ruiuous alike to
the white and eolrcd race.

I desire to say here that the white people of
the South generally have no such prejudices
against the blacks as are asciibed to them by
the people of the Northern States. They are

willing and desirous to give tbcm protection iu
every ri^ht and to concede to them equality
before the law; but they will resist by all legal
means every attempt, whether in or out of
Congress, to establish social equality between
the races. There still remains much of the
feeling of kindness toward the colored people
which existed in the days of slavery. During
the war, when the white male population was
in the army, their wives and daughters were
often left at home under the protection of the
slaves. Many of them deserted their posts
when the Federal Army approached, but I
know of no instance in which this trust was be¬
trayed by violence. Wheu the war ended and
the freedom ol the slaves was an accepted fact
in tho Southern States, they were orderly aud
polite. Kindness existed between the men who
bu; recently occupied the relation ot master
aud slave, which relation had just been rudely
sundered by the fate ol War.
Not uutil the meanest of the northern peo¬

ple came atnom; us aud sowed the seeds of dis¬
content and impertinence did we see any mis¬
behavior ou the part of the colored men. And
even now, after they have been used by the
republican party as political tools aod senti¬
ments of hatred to the whites have been care¬

fully instilled into their minds, 1 say, without
fear of successful contradiction, that no race of
people, as ignorant, uader the same circum¬
stances have b haved so well. It is not preju¬
dice or a feeling of unkiuduess to the colored
man that influences the opposition of the
southern white mun to this bill, but a sincere
desire for the welfare of both races aod a wish
to live together iu peace.
We feel that peace iu the South is a neces¬

sity to us. Our forbearance under so many
provocations ought to satisfy the most skepti¬
cal that \vv are determined if possible to keep
the peace. We desire, therefore, to keep away
all sources of irritation, all causes of collision
many of which will follow in the train of this
bill wh<%n it bec< m:s a law.
Who does not know, who knows the colored

mau, that he would uever have desired mixed
schools, mixed sittings at hotels, theatres, iu
cars, io steamboats, and asylums, if he had not
been industriously taught to demand them,and
even now'the great body of the race does not
desire any such "privilege." Iu many, I be¬
lieve iu all, of Ihe Southern Stales they have
now the privileges ol all except at hotels and
io public schools aud asylums.
Where is the community in the Northern

States which would patrouizj any hotel where
eolored men were allowed to come to the same
table aud sit between man and wife? An at¬

tempt to force this on auy Southern community
will eudanger the peace of that community.
Where is the Northern hotel keeper that would
like to be forc<-d torcceive colored people aod
give them mix d sitting with his white guests,
if especially the colored guests outnumber the
white, as might be the case in many localities
iu the South? Wc arc impressed with the
belief that the mixture of the two races in lu¬
natic and deal aud dumb asylums will dostroy
them io the South, and thus break down the
most useful and beniCeent charitable institu¬
tions in our land.

Virginia has striven honestly under a thous¬
and difficulties to give the colored people their
rights, but io some particulars, for the good of
both races, has given them separate rights.
She has established an a?-yium for colored lu¬
natics, well provided and well governed, the
first ever established in the world. But the
worst feature of the various amendments to
thi? bill is that providing for mixed public
scho »is. Virginia has only since the war en¬
tered upon thefree school system of education,
and though by her Constitution she was not
compelled to enter upon it till 1876, it was
taken hold of at oncc. Wc in that State felt
the necessity of instructing and educating the
colored people, and thr» system inaugurated in
1871 has already attained large proportions.
To appreciate fully the progress we have made
in public schools you tLU't look at our impov¬
erished condition. A people almost bankrupt
have done wonders toward educating the child¬
ren of both races. By the last anuual report
of W. H. lluff.jer, Superintendent of Public
Instruction, pages 1 22 and 123, it will be seen
that the State spent on this new system of ed-
ucatiou for the last year the followiog sum*:
For pay of teachers $098/240 44
i'or rent, fuel, I gUs, «Sce 86 lh& 16
For pay of Superintendents . 40.481 ^
For pay ot treasurors and assessors. 2«1,117 40
Fi>r pay of district clprks 14,142 63
Expenses of central ( Sic.* 5,908 21
For real e.-»tate, buiiumgs, and re¬

pair? 120,348 SO
For iurnaureand school apparatus. 11,405 94

Aggregating 1,004,99;! U2
The school population, pa^e 117:

White :»9,m
Colored 199J117

In 1874 the white attendance was only 2 per
cent, better than that of the colored, and the
Colored attendance of 1874 was three per ct.
better than the white atteodauce of l37li. Thin
will show the enormous outlay for the State
uuder the circumstances and the very favorable
progress made iu educating the eolored people.
All this has been accomplished uuder State
laws and io separate schools. Why interfere
with u.i? Mixed schools forced upon us by act
of Congress will destroy the system of free
schools, and in two years there will not be a free
school in Virginia.

In this same report of our accomplished
and efficient Superintendent there is a digest
of the reports of county superintendents, oom-

mencinz on page 42, io many of which expres¬
sions like this occur:
But should the Civil Kights bill or any bill

providing for mixed schools be passed by Con¬
gress, the white people of this county will with


